SYNOPSIS of SHIKAR (MAN-EATER)
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LOG: A small town sheriff and a British big game hunter team to stop a man-eating tiger terrorizing a backwoods Georgia county.

In Hartesville, Georgia – a tiny, dirt road town in the backwoods of the Appalachians. Livestock has been inexplicably disappearing. Then a woman delivering newspapers suddenly vanishes. 

Sheriff Grady Brickhouse investigates. A county-wide search turns up nothing. Soon after, an old hermit vanishes from his shack. This time, Brickhouse and his officers find a corpse… torn to shreds and surrounded by paw prints. Brickhouse follows the forensic clues and, as preposterous as it sounds, everything points to the culprit being a full-grown Bengal tiger!

Word leaks and, overnight, Hartesville turns into a media circus. Brickhouse does his best to keep things under control and fend off ridicule while building proof of the tiger’s existence. Luckily, a TV crew catches the tiger on video, proving Brickhouse’s suspicions. 

Late one night, the tiger appears to a young hillbilly boy named Roy. Roy lives in a tiny tarpaper shack out in the woods with his mentally disabled mother. Instead of attacking, the tiger seems to try to communicate with Roy. Every night, the tiger comes to Roy’s shack and sits with him, slowly forming a psychic bond. Roy dreams of racing through the woods, hunting prey and learning “what it is to be a tiger.” Cut off from the outside world and unaware of the tiger’s attacks, Roy considers it a benevolent friend.

Brickhouse summons a professional hunter from the George Fish & Game Department, who tracks the tiger with powerful tranquilizer darts. He is killed minutes into the forest. Panic and mayhem sweep the sleepy country town. Brickhouse calls in the National Guard. The Guard sets up machine gun nests and sends troops and helicopters to sweep the forest in the hopes of catching the tiger in a crossfire. The tiger easily evades the trap and eats a stray soldier. Local hunters sneak into the forest to try their hand, only to die at the tiger’s fangs. What was once a beautiful forest well known by the locals swiftly transforms into a silent, terrifying jungle with death waiting in every shadow.

Hearing of Brickhouse’s predicament, the British Embassy calls with a unique offer: the services of an experienced tiger hunter. Brickhouse agrees out of desperation. That night, Colonel James Graham arrives at the airport. Graham is the last of Britain’s Great White Hunters. His father hunted man-eaters in turn-of-the-century colonial British India and passed along his stories and knowledge. Though over 90 years old, Graham is the best chance Brickhouse has.

Brickhouse thinks Graham has come to offer advice. But it quickly becomes apparent Graham not only intends to hunt the tiger, but to do it alone. Graham embarks on a shikar: a one-on-one duel to the death between man and tiger that’s as much exorcism as safari. With nothing but his skills and his father’s antique hunting rifle, Graham goes into the forest to face the man-eater. Graham and the tiger maneuver against each other, neither gaining the upper hand. Meanwhile, the tiger grows bolder and more deadly, striking groups of people to drag down one victim. 

Graham is a reluctant hunter. Ardent conservationists, he and his father love tigers as noble, endangered animals. But Graham realizes a man-eater is a different story. Something evil has gotten into this tiger, turning it into a bloodthirsty agent of death with the mentality of a rabid dog. Graham’s mission is clear. As much as he doesn’t want to shoot a tiger, he knows from bitter experience this one will kill and kill again until he stops it.

In the midst of his shikar, Graham encounters Roy. Remembering his father’s strange tale of the same thing happening with a young Indian boy, Graham does his best to get to know Roy. He realizes the tiger is slowly taking control of Roy through forces he doesn’t understand. Graham tries to rescue Roy, pulling him back into the world of men. While the physical duel continues, now it escalates to a psychic battle between man and beast.

The man-eater becomes desperate and, in a fit of berserker fury, kills Roy’s mother. Roy vengefully sides with Graham and uses his psychic link to help hunt the tiger – with their bond, he instinctively knows where the tiger is and how to defeat it. The tiger attacks Roy and Graham in the shack, and they weather an all-night siege. The tiger leaves at dawn to find easier prey. It tracks a couple rushing to escape an evacuated town. 

Brickhouse, Graham and Roy follow the tiger to the village. Too late to save the couple, they engage the man-eater in a final showdown in a cluttered junkyard. Again and again they narrowly escape death. Finally, Graham manages to shoot and kill the tiger just as it’s about to leap on Brickhouse. 

The three return to Hartesville with the dead tiger. The media hails them as heroes. Brickhouse decides to adopt Roy. Thoughout the shikar, Graham had been unusually healthy and vibrant for his advanced age. With the tiger dead, Graham’s strength fades. Realizing his time is short, Graham bids farewell so he can return to his family’s estate to die. 

